HOUSING
these generally consist of two, three, or four rooms, a kitchen
and bath. Electric light is universal; gas is being introduced
into the more recent houses.
In the whole of my visits I found at least 90 per cent
of the rooms occupied by a single family of from one to
about five persons. I must have visited over fifty flats;
though there were often three or four adults living to-
gether in a room, never once did we find more than
two children. Where the large fai-mlj.es live remained a
mystery.
The standard of building has steadily improved. I was
showm by the Mossoviet the latest and best houses which
they are now building, a block ten stories high with lift.
The flats were large and well equipped: central heating, hot
and cold water laid on, gas cooker in the kitchen, a parquet
floor, and, of course, a bath and electric light. I was shown
two of these flats of about 75 square metres area, well built,
with all the services of the latest London County Council
flats and half as big again. Each of these flats was occupied
by a single family; the Mossoviet officials informed me
that they have abandoned the old policy of building three-
roomed flats and letting them to three families; they are
now building good-sized flats and letting each to a single
family.
COMMUNAL SERVICES
As regards communal services for the housing units,
comparatively little is being done* There is generally a
club-room, which is so small that it can only be used by a
quite limited proportion of the tenants; some sort of wash-
house; playgrounds, sand-pits, and a creche for the children;
and often a cheap open-air theatre. But on the whole it
all seems rather half-hearted and not very well done. The
surprising thing is that communal dining-rooms axe not
provided; I was told by several authorities that they had
definitely been a failure. This is difficult to understand
when one has regard to the overcrowded conditions of the
living-rooms.
I noticed in one second-floor room of about 20 square
metres, housing father, mother, and son, a bicycle and motor
bicycle crowded in behind the bed. Perambulators do not
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